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instructed people on how to take much more positive
and active attitudes towards their own health.

During the past 15 years, several societies have
been founded: the Croatian Stroke Society, the Croa-
tian Society of Ultrasound in Neurology, the Croatian
Society for Neurovascular Disorders of the Croatian
Medical Association and the Society for Maintaining
and Improving Brain Iealth.

The Foundation for Cerebrovascular Disease Pa-
tients was founded in 2004 and as part of the Foun-
dation the Center for Prevention of Cerebrovascular
Diseases is in the process of being established.

The Sestre milosrdnice University Hospital be-
came 2 teaching institution of the University of Za-
greb for both School of Medicine and School of Den-
tal Medicine and achieved the status of University
Hospital in 1971. A comprehensive teaching program
has been performed at Department of Neurology and
Psychiatry for students of the School of Dental Medi-
cine, [ntercollegiate Social Work Study, Postgraduate
Study for Residents in General Medicine and School
of Medicine Postgraduate Study on Dependencies.
Since the very beginning, special attention has been
paid to nursing and medical care where high standards
have been achieved. The Department has always had
an important place in the education of nurses.

Today the University Department of Neurology is
a teaching base for students of the Zagreb University
School of Dental Medicine, School of Education and
Rehabilitation and College of Nursing, along with the
School of Medicine Postgraduate Study in Cerebral
Circulation, Neuresonology and Ultrasound Assess-
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ment of Cerebral Circulation. As part of the Croa-
tian National Program, the Department organized
a national project for the management of stroke pa-
tients, organization of stroke units and thrombolysis
in many centers throughout Croatia. The Department
also participates in the nNational Transplation Proj-
ect of the Creatian Ministry of IHealth and Social
Welfare in organizing a teaching course on assess-
ment of transcranial Doppler in confirmation of brain
death. Intensive educational activities are performed
Department and all aspects of undergraduate and
postgraduate teaching and education are carried out.
'The Department co-operates with some of the most
prestigious medical centers in the world, where a great
number of physicians and nurses have been educated
and trained. The Department is also a teaching base
tor residents in neurology from all parts of Croatia
and neighboring countries.

Finally, the successful functioning of the Depart-
ment would be impossible without efficient adminis-
trators, technicians, laundry, purchasing, custodians
and cooks, to whom we are grateful.

At the end, exploring and writing about the his-
tory of the University Department of Neurology, Ses-
tre milosrdnice University [Hospital, it is obvious that
we all have huge but sweet responsibilities and must
show great commitment to provide the Department a
bright and prosperous future.

Professor Vida Demarin
Head, University Department of Neurclogy
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