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That is wlTf tn, Qoatian Thyroid Society Manag­
ing Board made a decisioo, based on article 43 oftn,
Croatian Medical Associatioo regulatc<y provisions
on the professiooal society activity, to establish tn, Jo­
sF Matovinovie Award fc< special scientific and pro­
fessiooal ccrtr DUti oo to the field of thyroidology",

The Award coosists ofa medal and a scrollw~h a
figure ofJosip Matovinovk, The medal was made by
Professc< D amir Matausie, academic sculptc<,

Then, academician Kusie presert ed a shc<t biog­
rajily ofProfessc< Matovinovie and awarded the sci­
et"lists,

Professor Joslp MatD'vlnovk was the father of
modern Croatian endocrinology and authc< ofthe fir st
act 00 salt iodinatioo in Croatia, He was bc<nin 1914
in Lk ko Cerje, In 1956, he went to the USA, where
he stayed at Harvard Univers ~y fc< thr ee years and
frcm 1959 he wc<ked at tn, lhiversity of Michigan
in Ann Arbe<, where he stayed untU his retirement
in 1985, Professc< Matovinovk was a wc<ld known
endocrinologist and his special field of interest was
research and treatment oftlTfroid diseases, especially
go ~er, He wrote tn, first act on salt iodinatioo in 1953
in fe<mer Yugoslavia and he played the most impc<­
tart role in ~ s implemertatioo,

In tn, USA, he was appreciated not ccly as a sci­
ertist, doctc< and t eacher, but also as an irt ellectual
and erudite, a man ofumsually wide culture, He had
special interest in the histc<y of medicine and received
a number of awards and hooors,

Professc< Matovinovic died in Ann Arbc< in 1998,
where he had established a scholarship foundation fe<
young doctc<s gr aduated at Zagreb lhiversity School
of M edicine,

Academician Kusk pointed out that hehad agr eat
hooc< and privUege to wc<k and learn frcm him in
AnnArbc<,

The Managing Board decided to present the Jo­
sF Matovinovie Award to academician Ivo Padovan,
academician Sime Spaventi, academician Zdenko
Skrabalo, and postmmously to academician Mladen
Sekso and Professor Ivan Simonovk. The award was
received by academician Kr ista Kostial-Simooovie 00

Acad,m,a"" Ivo Padov"" "rcmvwg the
medal,
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Acad,m!C,an Sim, Spamm' '>recew,ng th'
medal

behalfof the late Professc< Simonovk, and by Profes­
sc< MUan Vrkljan en behalf of the late academician
Sekso,

The first JosF Matovinovic Award was preserted
to Mrs, N atalijaMatovinovic, Professc< Matovinovk's
wife, a distinguished piano player and daugl-ter to Dr.
Artun Gottlieb, a surgeon and another great scientist
oftn, Croatian medicine, Mrs, Matovinovk showed
great awreciatien and, visibly touched she said that
ifher m sband had been alive, he would not believe
what a great acknowledgmert he had received fe< his
wwk

Academician Zdenko Skrabalo expressed his
gratitude fc< this acknowledgmert en behalfof all the
laureates,

After the ceremony, Branka Ja'1'anin-Magdalenk,
oor renow",d harp player, henc<ed the audience with

her beauti ful music.
After the creak, tn, scientific part of the Sympo­

sum took part. The first lecture en iodine prcphylaxis
in Croatia was held by academician Zvonko Kusie. He
pointed out that our country, led by Univers ~ y De­
partmert ofOncology and Nuclear Medici"" Sestre
milosrdnic e lhiversity H ospit al, as Reference Center
fc< Thyroid Diseases of the Ministry of Health and
Social Welfar e of Republic ofQoatia, has great and
successful experience in adequate iodine prcphylaxis
that resulted in e1iminatien ofgoiter and other disc<­
ders caused by iodm, deficiency, amof{!; which psy­
chomotc< disc<d ers are most impc<tant and have great
significance in any JX1'ulatien W~h this, Croatia has
beccme ene of the courtries that have successfully
solvedthis impc<tant public health problem, This sci­
ertific Symposium can also be perceivedas affirmatien

Prifissor Mil"" Vrkljan "rc",,,,ng th'
medal on .,halfifth' lat, acad,m!C,an

Mlo.dm Scho,
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for the long standing successful work in the field for
which Croatia is recognized in the world. The latest
results of the studies performed in schoolchildren in
2009 in Zagreb, Rude, Split, Rijeka and Osijek have
shown our population to be free from goiter and to
have a sufficient iodine intake.

This was followed by lectures on iodine prophylaxis
in Europe presented by Professor Aldo Pinchera, io­
dine and pregnancy by Professor Daniel Clinoer, and
on the pitfalls of iodine overload through excess self
supplementation by Professor Sergej Hojker. After the
break, Dr. Tomislav jukic held a lecture on iodine in­
take during pregnancy in Croatia. The data shown in
this lecture indicated a sufficient iodine intake during
pregnancy in Croatia, especially in the group of preg­
nant women taking iodine supplementation during
pregnancy. Academician !vica Kostovic spoke about
the influence of hormones on brain development. The
peak of the scientific part was the Round Table and
live discussion of the lecturers about the increased
need of iodine during pregnancy.
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Then lunch was served in the Academy Palace
lobby.

The Second Elective Assembly ofthe Croatian Thyroid
Society

After the Symposium, at 3.00 p.m., the Second
Elective Assembly of the Croatian Thyroid Soci­
ety took place. Academician Zvonko Kusic was re­
elected President and Professor Miljenko Solter first
Vice President; Dr. Zdenka Bence-Zigman, Profes­
sor Aleksandar Smokvina, Professor Velimir Bozikov,
Professor Damir Dodig, Dr. Danijel Dosen, Professor
Mirko Korsic, Professor Ivan Mihaljevic, Mr. Marijan
Petek, Professor Vlado Petrie, Professor Ante Punda,
Dr. Juraj Smoje, Professor Milan Vrkljan and Dr. J0­

sip Zmire were elected members of the Society Man­
aging Board. It was follo~ed by the Managing Board
meeting, when Dr. Josip Zmire was elected Secretary
of the Society, on recommendation from academician
Kusic, President of the Society.

Zvonko Kusic
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